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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



SECRET 


January 20, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT'S FILES 

FROM: BRIGADIER GENERAL A. M. HAIG, JR. 

SUBJECT: Meeting between President Nixon, 

Secretary Laird, General W. C. 
Westmoreland and Brigadier General 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr., Thursday, 
January 20, 1972, 5:30 p.m., in the 
Oval Office 


General Westmoreland was brought into the Oval Office at the 
conclusion of the meeting between President Nixon and Cardinal 
Cooke of New York. The President informed General Westmoreland 
that Cardinal Cooke had just reported to him that the morale of U. S. 
troops in Southeast Asia was far higher than he had anticipated and 
a great deal better than the impressions currently conveyed in American 
media. At this point, Cardinal Cooke and his party left the room and 
Secretary Laird joined the President, General Westmoreland and 
General Haig. 

President Nixon b egan the meeting by remarking that he had asked 
Secretary Laird and General Westmoreland to meet with him briefly 
so that he could give special instructions to General Westmoreland 
who was visiting the Far East and would stop in Djakarta, Indonesia, 

The President wished General Westmoreland to convey a personal 
message to President Suharto, expressing warm support for Indonesia 
and the President's continuing deterngination to provide a high level of 
both military assistance and economic support to the government and 
people of Indonesia. President Nixon also informed General Westmoreland 
that General Haig would provide him with a personal Presidential letter 
to President Suharto which he should deliver during his stay in Djakarta. 

The President stated) that the strategic location of Indonesia, and the 
size of its population made its role in the security configuration of 
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Southeast Asia a critical one 0 The President was most anxious to 
continue the improvement in relations with the Government of 
Indonesia under its current leader ship 0 Suharto had done an outstanding 
job in leading Indonesia towards economic progress and political stability. 

It was essential that this progress be maintained,, For this reason, the 
United States Government was most anxious to do all it could to help 
the Indonesians,, 

The President continued that in addition to multilateral assistance 
which the United States has pledged ($203 million for the coming year), 
Indonesian security needs must also be safeguarded. President Suharto was 
keenly aware of the communist threat towards his country which continued 
to exist both in terms of potential external aggression and internal subversion. 
It was patently ridiculous to assume that a great country like Indonesia with 
its population and vast territorial expanse, expecially its exposed coasts, 
could concentrate solely on internal security. This was a fallacy which 
frequently emanates from the bureaucracy. The United States must recognize 
that Indonesia, as a great power, must also be concerned with external 
threats. The nature of our military assistance must take this fully into 
cognizance. 

Secretary Laird commented that he was asking for $30 million for 
FY 1973 as a military assistance level. Unfortunately, the FY 1972 
Congressional action had forced a reduction in Indonesia* s military 
assistance levels from the programmed $25 million to something in the 
neighborhood of $16 million. President Nixon instructed General Westmorelanc 
to make it very clear to President Suharto that while we had considerable 
difficulties in the Congressional forum, we intended to do as well, and 
hopefully better, in FY 1973 than we would be able to do in FY 1972. 

Finally, the President instructed General Westmoreland to convey his 
warmest personal regards to President Suharto, and to make it especially 
clear that the United States has no intention of withdrawing from Asia. 

The U. S. will continue to play a stabilizing role. U. S. commitments will 
be honored and sufficient air, naval and ground forces will be stationed in 
Asia for this purpose,. 

General Westmoreland stated that he was very pleased to have an opportunity 
to speak to President' Suharto, who was after all a military man, and to 
convey President Nixon* s personal concerns about the future of Indonesia* 

As the General proceeded through his itinerary, President Nixon instructed 




.V 


A. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Aniharily £^0‘ 12^5% 


*«n 


ft h 




■If' 




3 


General Westmoreland to convey his best wishes to President Thieu and 
Premier Lon LTolo He also noted that the General* s visit to Saigon was a 
timely one and that it appeared that enemy activity would be stepped up 
considerably in the very near future. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 




